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A system that assesses homeless families and matches them with the most appropriate resources to do just enough to get them into permanent housing and ensure that they don’t become homeless again.  GOAL 

When the Need for Housing Affordable and Accessible to Poor Families Outstrips Supply, Poor Families will Become Homeless  
 
Characteristics of both poor domiciled and unhoused families 
 

 Minimal work histories  Often suffer from depression but do not have higher rates of mental illness than other poor families 
 Lack employment skills  High rates of domestic and community violence (but not more likely to experience conflict, trauma and violence than poor domiciled mothers) 
 Low levels of educational attainment  

 

Prevention 
Intervention 
 
 Minimal 

subsidy 
(moving costs; 
month rental) 

 
 Refer for 

income 
supports 

 
 Refer for other 

mainstream 
assistance 

Predictors of which Poor Families 
will Become Homeless  
 
 Extremely low-income 
 Multiple moves per year/No 

housing subsidy 
o Parents have not been 

leaseholders 
o Live doubled-up 

 Young, single mother 
 Young children (under 6) 
 Child separations (before and 

after homelessness)  
 Exposed to conflict, trauma and 

violence 
 Poor health 
 Ethnic minority  
 Somewhat more likely to have 

problems with substance abuse 
 Past stay in a shelter 
 

Stringent criteria to assign to 
diversion, temporary assistance or 
long-term assistance 
 
Predictor of level of needs 
 Local data on length and 

frequency of shelter stays   
 
Individual family factors 
 What other than money for 

housing keeps you from 
housing 

 What does that say about need 
for subsidy and services 

 
Target Resources 
 High needs with high intensity 

programs 
 Low needs with low intensity 

programs 

Temporary subsidy Long term subsidy 

 Need is for long-term and 
deep subsidy 

 Need for services may or 
may not be long-term 

 
Examples of federal funding 
sources:  
 Housing Choice Voucher  
 Permanent Supportive 

Housing (using Homeless 
Assistance Grant subsidy or 
mainstream voucher) 

 
 

Rapid re-housing: 
 Short term deep or shallow 

subsidy 
 Short term deep or shallow 

subsidy and transition-in-place 
 
Transitional Housing Program – 
facility-based 
 People beginning recovery 

from addiction 
 Parent just reunifying with 

child in CPS 
 Population affected by 

domestic violence – 

PREVENTION/PREDICTORS ASSESSMENT AND 
TARGETING 

CULTURALLY COMPETENT SOLUTIONS 

Services 

(Target to which problem?) 
Key- structured service designed 
for housing stability 
 
 Family reunification 
 Child care  
 Trauma treatment 
 Job training 
 Employment assistance 
 Income subsidy 
 Education 
 Case management 
 Care for healthy being 
 Mainstream systems 

advocacy 
 

OUTCOME 
 Housing Stability 
 Income 
 Better education 
 Health 

Exit to housing independent of services 


